
Squeak at the futility of existence
A sound walk for three people. Mowbray Square, Harrogate.

START AND FINISH AT THE FRONT DOOR OF MOWBRAY HOUSE, HG1 5FN

1. The door, and the stairs down
Single file. Leave a few seconds between you.
Listen to the door close behind the last person,
and to the inside sound falling away.

2. Left, left, up the one way street
Abreast, taking all the width you are allowed.
Traffic comes from one direction only, so listen
for it before you see it.

3. Westmoreland coffee lounge
Single file. Stop at the glass. Listen to 
the room through it, cups and steam 
and voices. Look at what the window 
gives back rather than what stands 
behind it.

4. Brace. Squeak
All three  squeak at the futility of existence. Any
pitch, once each, no rehearsal. Thenkeep quiet
until Community House.

5. East Parade to Community House
Single file, three paces apart. Whoever
walks last listens to the two in front.
Everyone watches the ground: drains,
kerbstones, moss, whatever grows in the
cracks.

6. Left onto Mowbray Square
Abreast again. The road drops away
behind you. Find the moment when the
traffic stops being the loudest sound,
and point at it.

7. The stairs home, slowly
Single file, one step at a time, with
gaps. Let the stairwell take your
footsteps and hand them back. Stop at
the top before anyone speaks.

HOW TO WALK IT

• Three of you. Follow the line from left to
right along the bottom, round the bend,then
back along the top. 
• The line is the three of you. Where it opens
out, walk abreast. Where it closes to one, 
walk in single file. Change when the line changes,
without anyone giving the order.
• Survey as you walk. Stop at every numbered
circle and do what it asks, in your own time.
• Nothing is timed. About fifteen minutes if you
keep moving, longer if a stop holds you.

Walk in single file, one behind another

Reading the line

Walk abreast, all three across


